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Now Urbanism, the 2010-2011 UW Sawyer Seminar generously
funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and hosted by the
Simpson Center for the Humanities, is a collaboration of the
College of Built Environments and the College of Arts & Sciences,
University of Washington, with support from the UW Alumni
Foundation. Now Urbanism is a central component of NEXT
CITY, a two-year special initiative of the UW Office of the Provost
that is focused on the challenges and opportunities of urbanization
in the twenty-first century.

Placing the arts at the heart of the
civic realm is essential to a rich and
vibrant city. With rapid urbanization,
the arts and humanities serve as
indicators of the health and vigor of
urban communities and civic life. The
diversity of artistic and cultural forms
in an urban landscape creates a force
for change, a gesture of generosity,
and a venue for exploration,
contemplation, discourse, and action.

The arts and humanities have

a unique place in the cultural,
economic, and social life of a

city, creating a spirit of collective
generosity that shapes the quality and
complexity of the urban experience.
Join this discussion in thinking about
cities, generosity, and the arts.

www.nowurbanism.org
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