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The 21st century city is 
inevitably global and local, 
dislodging boundaries between 
nation states and between 
public and private realms. 
This panel investigates such 
transformations of cities at 
the macro and micro scales. 
Transnational cross-currents 
between cities and within 
neighborhoods require cross-
cultural understanding of urban 
spaces. The panel speakers will 
consider how transcultural 
processes can transform future 
cities engaging the potential of 
urban building forms ranging 
from micro-urban housing to 
new civic spaces.
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Now Urbanism, a 2010–2011 Sawyer Seminar generously funded by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation and hosted by the Simpson Center for the Humanities, is a collaboration of the 
College of Built Environments and the College of Arts & Sciences, University of Washington, 
with support from the UW Alumni Foundation and the Graduate School. Now Urbanism is a 
central component of NEXT CITY, a two-year special initiative of the UW Offi ce of the Provost 
that is focused on the challenges and opportunities of urbanization in the twenty-fi rst century.


